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ing from his ankles to his hips. In his hands, covered with rings, he held a string of jet beads, to identify the men subject to the accursed malady.
Hamilcar signed him to detach the slaves' muzsdes, when they all, with cries like famished animals, rushed upon the meal, burying their faces in the heaps to devour it.
" See, you starve them, and exhaust their forces !" said the Suffete.
Giddenem replied that he was obliged to do so in order to subdue them.
" According to this, it was scarcely worth the while to send you to the training-school for slaves at Syracuse. Bid all the other slaves come before me."
And the cooks, butlers, grooms, runners, porters of the litters, men from the sweating-baths, and the women with their children, all ranged themselves in the gardens in a single file, from the house of commerce as far as the park for wild animals. These creatures all held their breaths, terror-stricken, and a vast silence reigned over Megara. The sun lengthened its rays over the Lagoon below the catacombs. The peacocks began to squawk. Hamilcar moved step by step, before this array of slaves.
" Of what use are these old slaves ?" said ho. " Sell them ; there are too many Gauls ; they ore drunkards! and too many Cretans, they are liars! Buy for me instead Oappadocians, Asiatics, and Negroes."
He was astonished at the small number of children, saying, "Every year, Giddenem, the establishment should have some births. You must leave the huts open every night, so that they may mix at liberty."